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Statue of the Sacred Heart with Vigil Lights 


We have had wonderful success in the marketing of a Statue of the 
Sacred Heart with a receptacle at the base to take a Vigil Light Glass. 

We are, therefore, offering the following combination to Catholic 
families: One Statue, 13 inches high; one Ruby Glass; and one 
dozen 15-hr. Vigil Lights. This will be sent postpaid within a 
distance of three zones on receipt of $3.00. 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 


405 N. Main Street, St. Louis, Mo. 


LAPIDAR 


An excellent, non-poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system. 
LAPIDAR is not an ordinary patent medicine. It is composed of leaves, flowers and herbs, 
all gathered from the mountains in Switzerland. LAPIDAR is compounded by Rev. Father 
Kuenzle of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss Alpine herbs, whose books are in 
official use in many schools in Switzerland. LAPIDAR acts favorably in cases of gout, skin 
diseases, abscesses, stiffness of the limbs, faulty circulation, etc. It has a very beneficial effect 
especially on the stomach, kidneys and lungs. Price $2.50 per box. 


Address: Lapidar Co., 
Agents wanted Chino, California 








INFORMATION CORNER 

Watch the date on your magazine! It indicates the month 
and the year to which your subscription is paid. If it reads ‘‘Feb. 
24,” your subscription expired with the Feb., 1924 issue; if ‘“March 
24,” it expires with this issue. If your remittance reaches us 1o days 
or so before the magazine goes forward we will probably be unable 
to change the date on that issue; but the advanced date to which your 
subscription is paid will appear on the following number. 


To avoid the loss of your magazine, kindly notify us of your 
change of address not later than the r5th of the month and send 
both OLD and NEW address. 


Back Numbers of “Tabernacle and Purgatory” con- 
taining instructive and valuable reading matter, and 
beautiful pictures. Mailed on request at 6 cts. each 
or five different copies for 25 cts. 





TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 

Published monthly in English and in German under the direction of Rev. 

P. Lukas, O.S.B., at the Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
Subscription Price, per year $1.00 
For Canada, Ireland and England $1.25 
Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the po&t office at Clyde, 
Missouri, under the A& of Congress of March 3, 1879. Acceptance for mailing 
at special rate of poStage provided for in seétion 1103, A& of O€tober 3, 1917, 
authorized July 17, 1918. 








Premiums for NEW Subscriptions to 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory” 


Choose One Premium 
ee oo 


For One New A highly blest small cocoa rosary and a gilt Jubilee 
Subscription Medal of St. Benedict. A beautiful picture of the 
Holy Christ of Limpias, size 16x21 or 16x 25. 
The magnificent picture of His Holiness, Pope Pius XI, size 16 x 22. 
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For Two New The “Golden Book” a complete prayer-book dedicated 
to the Heavenly Mother and containing the treatise of 
Blessed de Montfort on “True Devotion to Mary;” red 
edges; cloth binding, 448 pages. A beautiful picture, “Death of St. Joseph,” 
size 15 x 22. 





Subscriptions 
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For Three New “The Blessed Virgin Library” - A veritable Treasure 
House of precious jewels - Eight most charming and 
inspiring booklets in honor of Our Lady. “The Last 
Supper”, size 20x32; the original is considered the greatest masterpiece of 
Christian Art; this picture should be in every home. 





Subscriptions - 





PDE 


For Four New “The Golden Book”, leather binding, gilt edges; a 
complete prayer-book, containing the treatise of BI. 














Subscriptions 
de Montfort on “True Devotion to Mary.” 
PPE 
For Six New A highly blest Jubilee medal of St. Benedict, heavily 
Subscriptions gold plated, on chain, or ona bar. A fine gold chain - 
rosary, warranted 10 years. 
Deen 
For Ten New An artistic oval bead, gold chain rosary, warranted 





Subscriptions 10 years. 








St. Joseph with the Child Jesus in Egypt resting on the Sabbath 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the 
consolation of the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada $1.25. 
Published with the approbation of Rt. Rev. Francis Gilfillan, D. D. 








Vol. 19 MARCH, 1924 No. 11 











What is Life! How Quickly It Passes, 
How Many Trials Waiting! 





mIFE spends itself very often upon an unquiet, 
rough sea, often beneath a menacing sky. Sorrow 
and misfortune alternately break in over many 
aman as over holy Job. Yesterday sickness and 
want threatened to stifle his life; today, tempta- 
tion and aridity molest and weary his heart as if God had 
turned away from him and withdrawn Himself forever. And 
tomorrow — perhaps tomorrow there await him persecution 
and-sorrow that will rend and crush his heart and will try 
to force him to seek consolation in sinful pleasures. Woe to 
you, poor child of man, if in these hours of distress and an- 
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guish, you know not where to turn your eyes or cast your 
anchor of hope! Woe, if in this darkness you find no ray of light. 

Be not disheartened. Jesus, in His love and mercy will 
not permit the sky in the stormy hours of life to remain 
overcast in total darkness. The hurricane may rage, but 
at the foot of the altar its power must break —there Jesus 
Himself commands a halt. 

What a consolation for me! Black clouds, violent storms 
may hover over me, but in these dreary days of anguish, 
there ever remains to me a glimpse of unclouded sky — Thy 
tabernacle, O Jesus! p 

_ 

When I think of the many sins by which I have offended 
God, and recall the benefits He has showered upon me, I 
become confused and ashamed by the glaring contrast. Easily 
the thought may come, can a creature so unworthy as I lay 
claim to heaven? But why despair? Behold yonder the sky 
is gradually clearing up. I look out and see the tabernacle 
of my Jesus. The Mystery of the Holy Eucharist lets me 
perceive the bright gleam of His infinite love, and my hope 
revives. And, indeed, how could I be condemned when Jesus 
is present in the Sacred Host to give me eternal life? Is it 
conceivable that Jesus should repulse a soul which desires to 
remain with Him, centers all her thoughts and affections upon 
Him, and makes Him the motive of all her actions, the comfort 
of all her sorrows, and the aim of all her endeavors? 

Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament is the Emmanuel, God 
with us. And if He is with me and I with Him, — agitation 
of mind may bewilder and torture my heart, but never will 
it be able to deprive me of the hope of living with Jesus 
eternally. 

* . - 

Other storms! The evil one has conspired with my passions 
and declared a relentless war against my virtue. There is no 
prayer, no good work, no sacrifice which he does not persecute 
with his false attacks and false designs, that he does not accuse 
as exaggeration or represent as useless. Ah! I long for peace; 
I try my utmost to become good and holy; but, O treachery! it 
is just on the path of virtue that I suffer most persecution, that 
I have the most hindrances to clear away. Often I seem to 
be forsaken by Jesus, for the prince of darkness pursues me 
with unrelenting audacity. 
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However, these dark clouds of interior storms do not cover 
the entire horizon of my soul; there always remains a glimpse 
of blue sky around Jesus in the tabernacle. He lets the sun 
of His Eucharistic love shine above me. How soothing, in the 
hour of temptation, to see Jesus! Instantly I feel I am not 
alone. Jesus combats with me and for me. I feel I cannot 
perish, for Jesus is at my side. I know that the hatred of 
the enemy will never conquer when he combats against the 
love of Jesus. 


* * 
? 


* 

But why these storms? Why this glimpse of blue sky? 
The one as well as the other is a token of my Savior’s love 
for me. Jesus wishes to train me to become an intrepid soldier 
in the battle for godliness; therefore He gives me two strong 
weapons, total mistrust in self, and unbounded trust in Him. 
He permits the insolent attacks of the world, the passions, and 
the devil, that I may daily experience the helplessness of my 
own strength. Afterwards He comes to meet me in the radiant 
sun of the tabernacle, and compels me to seek the one safe 
place of refuge with Him. Were I to rely upon my own 
strength, upon my good will without trusting in Him and in 
the power of His grace, I would be lost. 

The more thickly the black, threatening clouds gather 
above me, the more violently the storm rages, the more hastily 
will I flee to that spot where I can catch a glimpse of blue 
sky, to the tabernacle, to my Savior in the Blessed Sacrament. 

O Jesus, take me! I throw myself into Thy arms. Hence- 
forth Thou shalt ever be a bright constellation which my eyes 
seek in the darkness of night; the sweet magnet which at- 
tracts my poor, anxious soul. In the hours of desolation, of 
weariness and despondency, I will turn to Thee. I will ad- 
mire the calm cheerfulness of Thy altar and there bask in 
the sunshine of Thy Divine love. There I shall draw new 
strength to pursue, peacefully and joyfully, the way Thou 
hast marked out for me. 

Hidden in the tabernacle, Thou dost ever cheer my in- 
most thoughts; upon Thy altar Thou art the delight of my 
works; in Holy Communion, united to me, Thou art the joy 
of my poor heart. Finally, when death comes to lead me to 
the lonely grave, I shall not be frightened, for my last look 
will turn with a smile to Thee, and once move behold a 
glimpse of blue sky. 
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The Chalice, the Symbol of the Priestly Office 





The chalice is the true symbol of the priest. At the sublime moment 
of holy orders, his trembling hand received for the first time the chalice, 
the figure of his exalted office. The chalice accompanies the priest 
through life, and after his eyes are closed in death, a chalice is placed 
upon his coffin. The image of the chalice upon a tombstone likewise 
indicates that on that spot a priest awaits the glorious resurrection. 

The whole substance of the priestly life is represented by this 
symbol: it is the chalice of sacrifice, of suffering and benediction. The 
entire life of the priest consists in the offering of the chalice of salvation 
of the Precious Blood of Christ. The chalice is the cause of purest de- 
light to the priest in his converse with our Savior, and his partaking of 
our Lord’s Sacred Body and Blood. Hence, the faithful of all times have 
ever regarded the sacred chalice with great reverence. 

A chalice of gold, set with diamonds and precious stones is indeed 
fitting for the celebration of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, and we know 
of many places where the generosity of the faithful has provided such 
precious chalices. Pious ladies have joyfully sacrificed their golden 
ornaments, their rings and diamonds for this holy purpose. Just lately 
we heard of a generous lady who had a beautiful chalice of purest gold 
made of her jewelry and diamonds and presented it to a convent. We 
know of a church that possesses eight golden chalices. It has long been 
our wish to have a golden chalice for the celebration of the Holy Sacrifice; 
therefore we will most gratefully accept golden ornaments, rings, dia- 
monds and precious stones to be used in the execution of such a chalice. 

We need two silver candalabras before our exposition altar. If you 
should have silverware, spoons or ornaments of silver, no longer of use 
to you, we would gladly accept the same for this purpose. However, the 
articles must be silver, not merely silver-plated, to be of use. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
oD OOO OS 


I rejoice to be able to communicate this Apostolic Benedic- 
tion, obtained through our honored guest of last May, His Em- 
inence Cardinal Faulhaber. The Holy Father imparts His special 
blessing to all the devoted readers of “Tabernacle and Purgatory,” 
but particularly to those noble hearts who have so generously 
brought sacrifices to aid the Pod students and religious in Cen- 
tral Europe. May the Benediction of His Holiness be to each 
and every one of you, the expression of God’s approval on your 
charity, the token of 2 blessings for your souls and 
bodies ! Rev. P. Lukas, 0.S.B. 
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“In the audience of December 8, 1923, on 
the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, the 
Holy Father, Pius XI, bestowed through me a 
special blessing on your Reverence, Father 
Lukas, O.S.B.,—the greatest benefactor of our 
Priests’ Seminaries — on all charitable donors’ = 
and on the readers of ““Tabernacle and Pur- 
gatory.”’ 





* Michael Cardinal Faulhaber 
Rome, Dec. 8, 1923 
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Requirements to Gain an Indulgence 





1. It is necessary to be in the state of grace. Whoever 
is in the state of mortal sin has incurred eternal damnation, 
and in this state he can gain no remission of temporal pun- 
ishment. An indulgence necessarily pre-supposes the forgive- 
ness of the guilt of sin. 

2. We must perform with great exactness the prescribed 
works, that is, we must fulfil the conditions for the gaining 
of the indulgence. Whatever is prescribed for the gaining of 
an indulgence must be conscientiously fulfilled: for instance, 
confession and Holy Communion, fasts and corresponding alms 
for stated purposes, visit to a church and prayer according to 
the intention of the Holy Father, (or if prescribed, kneeling 
before a Crucifix or before the tabernacle). 

In grants, especially of plenary indulgences, we generally 
find three conditions: Confession and Holy Communion, visit 
to a church and prayer according to the intentions of the 
Holy Father. Therefore when a plenary indulgence is granted 
under the “usual conditions”, it is these three conditions that 
are meant. In regard to these we must take notice of the 
following : — 

1. Confession. 

a. The confession may be made within eight days before 
or after the appointed day. Confession made habitually twice 
a’ month or daily Communion, releases from all obligation of 
actual confession, except in cases of Jubilees or similar extra- 
ordinary indulgences. (Canon Law 931.) 

b. When an indulgence toties quoties can be gained, that 
is, an indulgence a number of times on the same day, such as 
the “Portiuncula indulgence”, the confession may be made on 
any of the three preceding days (Indult of Congregation of 
Ind., March 11, 1908. Acta S. Sedis xli. 359). 

c. If, by the grant of an indulgence, confession has been 
prescribed, it is necessary for all whether they are in the 
state of grace or not. 

d. In order to promote frequent and even daily Holy 
Communion, His Holiness Pope Pius X granted that those 
who, in the state of grace and with a right intention, communicate 
daily or at least five times a week, are able to gain plenary 
indulgences, even though they go to confession only once a 
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fortnight, or once a month, or even less often — for the decree 
states no limitation (Pius X, Feb. 14, 1906). 


2. Holy Communion. 
a. Holy Communion may be received the day immediately 


preceding the day or feast on which the indulgence can be 
gained, or within eight days after the feast. 

b. If Holy Communion cannot be received at the hour of 
death, the plenary indulgence may still be gained by the dying 
person if he contritely pronounces the Name of Jesus, even in 
his heart, if he is unable to do so with his lips. 

3. Any other prescribed works must be performed: 

a. On the day for which the indulgence is granted. According 
to the Indult of Jan. 26, 1911, (A. A. S., Feb. 15, 1911) the time 
for gaining the indulgences granted for a certain day, partial 
as well as plenary, is the time from midday of the preceding 
day, till midnight of the day itself. 

b. For those who, on account of sickness or chronic infirmity 
or some other impediment of continued duration are confined 
to the house or to their bed, the confessor may change the 
obligation of Holy Communion and visit to the church to some 
other good work, providing they fulfil the remaining conditions. 

c. The length of time for the visit to the church is not 
determined; it is left entirely free to the devotion of the 
faithful. The reception of the Holy Sacraments and the visit 
to the church may be combined. One and the same visit to 
the church cannot serve for the gaining of several indulgences 
if a visit to a church is a condition for the gaining of each. 

d. If prayers according to the intention of the Holy Father 
are prescribed one may pray the Our Father and the Hail Mary 
five times, or choose some other prayers of about the same length. 

e. When a plenary indulgence is granted for the recitation 
of a certain prayer for one month, then by one month is meant 
thirty consecutive days; it is not necessary that one begin on 
the first day of a month and end on the last. 

4. A final necessary condition for the gaining of an indulgence 
is the intention to gain the indulgence. Although it is not 
necessary to make this intention expressly each time, never- 
theless, it is well to renew frequently, the intention of gaining 
all the indulgences we can gain, commendably every morning. 


Applicable to the Poor Souls 


Many, yes, most indulgences may be gained for the ben- 
efit of the poor souls. An indulgence cannot be applied to 
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another living person, but is always applicable to the dead 
unless otherwise specified in the Grant. However, when the 
Pope designates that indulgences are applicable to the poor 
souls, it must not be understood as if the Pope absolved the 
poor souls from their punishment of sin. He cannot do that; 
for only the Church militant on earth, not the Church suffer- 
ing in purgatory, is under his jurisdiction. Only by way of 
“suffrage” does the Church apply indulgences to the poor 
souls. She begs God, that He would apply to the poor souls 
in the place of purification, the indulgences with which we 
could fpay off the punishment due to our own sins. The 
Church has ever acted thus. She is guided by the Holy Spirit. 
Consequently, if she invites us to offer up indulgences for the 
poor souls, we are certain that the poor souls are helped there- 
by. Those who have made the heroic act of charity can apply 
all indulgences to the poor souls. 

What a golden opportunity to distribute with full hands, 
spiritual alms to the poor souls, the souls of our deceased 
relatives and acquaintances; to help those who, perhaps on our 
account, have to suffer intense pain. What a rich mine for 
an apostolic soul! What blessedness for a generous heart! 
To give is more blessed than to receive. What a consolation 
for you on your deathbed if you can look back upon many 
spiritual works of mercy! Blessed are the merciful for they 
shall obtain mercy. You will secure for yourself great merit 
and many debtors in eternity at the throne of God. 


Qovoeeome> 


The Great Merit in Meditating on the 
Passion of Christ 





During Lent more than at any other time, we should 
meditate on the Passion of Christ. It is the desire of 
Holy Church that this devotion be practiced by all the 
faithful with great zeal during the holy season of Lent. 
‘It is indescribable, it is incomprehensible,’* says the 
saintly Abbot Blosius, ‘“‘what abundant fruit a person 
who is humble and of good-will reaps by meditation on 
the Passion of Christ.** A Christian who with loving 
sentiments thinks of the sufferings of Christ merits more 











XII Station — Jesus Dies on the Cross 


than another who practices severe penances and says long 
prayers. ‘That has ever been the opinion of the saints. 
Tauler, the great preacher and mystic says: ‘‘Once 
when a venerable servant of God asked our Lord what a 
man would merit who exercised himself meditating de- 
voutly on His Passion, Christ answered: 
** *By such meditation he merits: — 
1. To be cleansed from his sins. Mortal sins must be confessed. 
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That all his negligences may be made good by the 

merits of M y sufferings. 

3. To be strengthened so that he will not easily be over- 
come by his enemies. 

4. That My grace will be renewed in him as often as he 
reflects on My sufferings. 

5. That I will not refuse him anything that is profitable, if 
he earnestly ask for it. 

6. That I lead him to perfection before his death. 

7. That I assist him in his last hour, protect him against 

his enemies, and give him an assurance of salvation.”’ 


The Easiest Form 


The easiest form of meditation on the Passion of 
Christ is the Way of the Cross. The Way of the Cross 
is one of the most beautiful and most rich in blessings 
of all devotions, not only on account of the great number of 
indulgences with which, for centuries, Popes have enriched 
this devotion, but above all, on account of the sublime 
object, that is, the bitter Passion and death of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. According tothe great Pope 
Benedict XIV, the Way of the Cross is one of the most 
excellent devotions even among those which have the 
Passion, Cross and death of our Lord Jesus Christ as their 
subject. Meditation on the Passion is a powerful means 
to overcome sin, to stimulate the lukewarm and to increase 
in perfection. 


St. Leonard of Port Maurice, one of the most zealous 
propagators of the devotion of the Way of the Cross, was 
accustomed to say: *“The mere practice of the Way of the 
Cross is sufficient to sanctify a parish, and also to draw 
down temporal blessing upon it. The Way of the Cross 
should produce four special fruits of grace in the soul: 
1. Love of Jesus Christ. 2. Contrition for one’s sins. 
3. Conformity to the holy will of God. 4. Perseverance 
in good.”” 
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Each Picture a Sermon 


Doubtless only a few of our readers know of the beau- 
tiful Way of the Cross we have printed. It is made up of 
fourteen pictures with a touching meditation and prayer 
for each station. Every picture is a work of art and power- 
fully moves the soul to devotion and compassion for our 
Lord. With this Station booklet it is easy to pray the 
Stations at home or in Church. 

The execution of these fourteen artistic pictures (See XII 
Station on opposite page) of the stations is most beautiful. On 
best paper, prayers in large print. Price 30 cents, postpaid. 
Order the stations at once. 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


DODO SoS 


True Devotion to Mary 
According to Bl. de Montfort 





Y the practice of perfect devotion to Mary, we 
— advance with more ease and joy, and travel our 
0 ys way of perfection more rapidly. Blessed de Mont- 

p ee) fort does not hesitate to assert that “one who 
surrenders himself wholly to Mary, makes more progress to- 
ward sanctity in a short time than another makes in a num- 
ber of years who follows his own will and leans upon himself.” 
He proves this by the example of Jesus Christ. He extols our 
Lord’s wonderful, incomprehensible dependency during His 
hidden life. “Our Savior,” says Blessed Grignon de Montfort, 
“accomplished more in those thirty years of submission to 
Mary, than if He had converted the whole world by working 
the most astounding miracles. “Oh,” he exclaims, “how we 
glorify God when, after the example of Jesus our Model, we 
submit ourselves to Mary to please God!” And when we 
give much glory to God we also advance quickly on the way 
of sanctity; therefore, our surrender to Mary becomes a short 
way to union with God. 

Bl. de Montfort puts the question: “Why did Jesus Christ 
live so short a time on earth, and why did He spend the 
greater part of that time in perfect subjection and obedience 
to Mary?” And he answers: “Because in a few years, He 
accomplished and repaired what Adam, who had lived more 
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than nine hundred years, had failed. Jesus Christ, however, 
lived a long time because He was perfectly submissive to 
Mary in order thus to obey God!” “He that honoreth his 
mother,” says the Holy Ghost, “is as one that layeth up a 
treasure” (Eccl. iii. 5). Hence, he who honors Mary unto 
perfect surrender of himself to her, will soon become rich, 
because daily he heaps up treasures of grace through this 
wonderful devotion. These treasures he then places into the 
safekeeping of Mary who guards them faithfully. 

Blessed de Montfort concludes this first demonstration of 
the example of Jesus Christ with the ingenious explanation 
of these words of the Holy Spirit, “Senectus mea in misericordia 
uberi— my old age is in fruitful mercy;’ — that is, in the 
bosom of Mary, in perfect dependence on her and in most 
intimate union with her. Young people (beginners) soon be- 
come old in knowledge and in a short time attain to the ful- 
ness of the age of Jesus Christ. 

DE MONTFORT’S DEVOTION TO MARY is one of our brochures which 


explains the essence of True Devotion to Mary in clear, interesting style, according 
to the teaching of Bl. de Montfort. English and German. 10 cents per copy. 


Qoocec oe 


St. Joseph, a Powerful Helper 
in Every Need 





Marvel of Sanctity 


1] REAT is the power, sublime the dignity, and abun- 
dant the graces of St. Joseph. Whoever is des- 
tined by God for a special dignity, likewise re- 
ceives corresponding graces. This is clearly 
<4} shown in the lives of all the saints of the Old 
soromevery and still more clearly of those in the New Testament: 
the Blessed Virgin, the apostles, all the illustrious doctors of the 
Church and founders of religious Orders. The same is verified 
in St. Joseph. The fulness of grace and virtue was imparted 
to him that he might become the worthy spouse and protector 
of her whom the Lord had chosen for His Mother. Yes, St. 
Joseph was a marvel of sanctity. 

Some of the fathers of the Church teach, and it has also 
been revealed to the saints, that St. Joseph was sanctified in 
his mother’s womb. Thereby the evil concupiscence was held 
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in check during his whole life, so that he never had an impure 
or inordinate emotion. In the virtue and gift of chastity, St. 
Joseph was exalted above the highest seraph, because the 
purity of the angels without a body, was given to St. Joseph 
in his mortal flesh, and never did an impure image of anything 
carnal find access to his mind. Like an angel, he was worthily 
prepared to be the constant companion of the purest Virgin. 
Without this marvelous purity, he would not have been qualified 
for sohigh a dignity and so rare a distinction. 


Powerful Intercessor 


No one on earth is capable of describing the high perfection 
to which St. Joseph was elevated. In consequence of this per- 
fection, the power of St. Joseph’s intercession in heaven is 
second only to that of the Blessed Virgin. According to the 
teaching of St. Thomas, God has granted to certain saints the 
power to aid us in particular difficulties. But to St. Joseph 
God seems to have granted full power; to him He entrusted 
all His treasures that He might aid souls in every need. St. 
Teresa affirms the same, and her testimony outweighs thou- 
sands of others, because it is founded upon her daily experience 
of the power of this glorious saint. Let us hear what this 
saint says of St. Joseph: — 

“I do not remember ever having asked him at any time 
for anything which he did not obtain for me. It fills me 
with amazement when I consider the numberless graces which 
God has granted me through the intercession of this blessed 
saint, and of the perils, both of body and soul, from which he 
has delivered me. Experience teaches that St. Joseph lends 
a helping hand in all needs. By this Jesus gives us to under- 
stand that He will refuse nothing to him in heaven, to whom 
on earth he wished to be obedient. This is what others have 
also experienced whom I have counselled to commend them- 
selves to this incomparable protector. My manifold experience 
with regard to the great graces obtained from God through 
the intercession of St. Joseph, creates in me a desire to induce 
the whole world to honor this saint. I have perceived that 
those who honor him in a special manner always make notice- 
able progress in virtue. For several years I have been accus- 
tomed to ask some favor of him on his feasts, and I have 
always received it. If the petition be in any way amiss, he 
directs it aright for my greater welfare. If anyone does not 
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believe it, I beg of him, for the love of God, to make the trial. 
I cannot understand how anyone can ponder on the sufferings, 
trials and tribulations which the Queen of angels endured 
whilst caring for Jesus in His childhood, without at the same 
time thanking St. Joseph for the services he rendered to the 
Divine Child and His Blessed Mother.” 


Preserver of Innocence 


Yes, St. Joseph is a helper in all needs of body and soul. 
He is the patron of all states of life. Christian parents, above 
all, should honor and invoke him, for was not St. Joseph 
chosen by God to be the foster-father, protector, guide and 
educator of the Son of God? In consequence, he has also cer- 
tain rights and privileges for the safeguarding of youth. Oh, 
that parents, mindful of their great responsibility in the Chris- 
tian education of the young, would entrust their children to 
St. Joseph, relying on him to preserve their innocence. 

St. Joseph rescued the Child Jesus from the greatest peril 
of life and the rage of Herod. Herod is the symbol of Satan 
who seeks to murder souls, especially youthful souls, ‘and to 
implant in their heart the germ of impurity. For this purpose 
he makes use of. the numberless Herods in the world, of whom 
the parents often have not the least idea. An incredible num- 
ber of innocent children are misled by corrupt companions, 
and thus a whole school may be infected. A pious missionary 
used devotion to St. Joseph in his school with marvelous suc- 
cess. Therefore, let all to whom youthful souls have been 
entrusted, place them under the protection of St. Joseph, and 
instil into their hearts a tender devotion toward this glorious 
saint. By this means, many souls can be preserved from the 
corruption of the world. 

St. Joseph revealed to Johanna of the Angels, an Ursu- 
line religious of Lyons, that it gives him great pleasure if his 
clients receive Holy Communion in his honor for the space of 
nine successive weeks, on the day of the week on which his 
feast is celebrated that year. It also pleases him if the faith- 
ful recite the Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory be to the Father, 
three times in honor of the Most Holy Trinity, in thanksgiving 
for his having been chosen for the dignity of the spouse of 
the Mother of God. 


ooo Oo Oo SS 




















‘‘His Countenance Shone Like the Sun’’ 





This same servant of God, Johanna of the Angels, of 
Lyons, France, when prioress was attacked by an acute 
pain in her side which threatened to take her life. The 
physician had already despaired of her recovery, when she 
was suddenly and completely restored to health and strength. 
The wonderful cure was investigated by the Bishop of Poitiers, 
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the fact authenticated, and an account of the miracle published 
in 1637. We will hear the patient’s own description of her 
marvelous cure: — 

“I was attacked by mortal convulsions, and like one dying 
lay without the use of my limbs, though I remained conscious. 
In this state I had an apparition of a great bright cloud. My 
guardian angel was on one side. He appeared in the form 
of a handsome youth of about eighteen years. His head 
was covered with golden locks, and in his hand he held a 
lighted candle. To the other side was the glorious St. Joseph, 
whose countenance shone like the sun in supernatural majesty. 
His appearance was that of a man between forty or forty- 
five years of age. His hair was long and of a chestnut brown 
color. He was looking kindly at one of the sisters by my bed; 
then it seemed he turned to me, laid his hand on my side and 
anointed it with oil, — (afterwards I found my side moist) — 
and at the same instant I was cured. I declared myself 
healed before the sisters who were present.” 

Johanna of the Angels, who was really cured, left her bed 
in which she had spent fourteen days, brought to death’s door 
by high fever, complete exhaustion resulting from nine bleed- 
ings, and the torture of most violent pains in her side. All who 
saw this sudden cure were astonished, but above all the physician 
who was a Calvanist. When his patient in her religious clothing 
stepped forward to greet him with a friendly smile, he stood 
dumfounded. Overcome with amazement, he took leave, re- 
peating: With God nothing is impossible! 

For the greater honor and glory of St. Joseph, we have 
printed two beautiful brochures which deserve the widest cir- 
culation. See inside back cover of this issue. 


a Oe a ed 


Order Your Easter Post Cards in Time 


Twelve artistic post cards which will please you and 
your friends. Only 30 cents per dozen postpaid. 


From a superior: ‘“Your beautiful cards were received and we like 
them very much. Please send us 2,000 of them.’’ 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Holy Virgin Coletta 


Feast March 6th 





t~)| T. Coletta, the child of a carpenter, was born in 


OW gl AG 
Re 1 “A Corby, a town of ancient Picardy, in northern 
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% ~ wq| France, January 13, 1381. It was not difficult to 
(GS discern in advance that Coletta would be a lily 
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WL which would diffuse in the Church the sweet 
fragrance of virtue, and, under the protection of Mary, attain 
to eternal glory. The mother, sixty years of age, who in 
answer to her fervent prayers had obtained this child from the 
Blessed Virgin, also consecrated her to the Queen of virgins 
and instilled in her heart tender devotion to the sublime 
Mother of God. 

Coletta was a marvelous child. As early as the age of 
four years she had an extensive knowledge of our holy Re- 
ligion; she loved to go to church with her mother, and the 
time spent there never seemed too long. This innocent child 
girded herself with a rope and slept secretly on bundles of 
dried twigs. In memory of the sufferings of Jesus, about which 
her pious mother had told her, Coletta fasted every Friday. 
From her seventh year she ate very little in order to be able 
to give more abundantly to the poor. Although no one had 
instructed her in the science of meditation, Coletta could med- 
itate two full hours on the life and Passion of our Lord. 
Prayer was her life. Often, even during the severest cold in 
winter, she left her bed at midnight and went alone through 
the darkness to the Benedictine monastery church to assist at 
matins. . 

As Coletta advanced to girlhood, she remained quite small 
in body, a source of great anxiety to her parents. Once ina 
moment of vexation, her father said, “Little one, what shall I do 
with you” You will never be able to support your aged mother!” 
This grieved little Coletta deeply, not so much for her own 
sake as for the sake of her parents. She therefore made a 
pilgrimage to the miraculous shrine of Our Lady of Brebieres, 
many miles distant from her home, and there spent eight days 
in prayer. Prostrate before the altar of the sublime Mother 
of God, Coletta invoked her as the Comfortress of the afflicted 
and in childlike simplicity poured out her grief: “Sweet Mother 
of Jesus,” she prayed, “thou seest how much those to whom 
1 owe my life are grieved that I do not grow taller. Should 
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this be for me a defense and protection against the dangers 
of the world, I will gladly remain little and thank thy Divine 
Son for it. But if growth in body would be no hindrance to 
the welfare of my soul, oh, then ask thy Divine Son to grant 
me this favor for the sake of my parents who grieve, and 
especially that I may be enabled to render them in their old 
age the services they expect of me. Yet, not my will but 
God’s be done.” 

Greatly comforted, Coletta returned home. During that 
same night she began to grow wonderfully, so that in a short 
time she was of an unusually high stature. At the same time 
God imparted to her countenance such rare beauty that many 
thought her to be the daughter of a prince. She herself knew 
nothing of this beauty for she never looked into a mirror. One 
day when on her way to church, she was troubled on hearing 
her beauty praised. As soon as she had entered the church 
she entreated our Savior to make her countenance an object 
of horror, rather than let it prove an occasion of temptation 
to anyone. God heard her prayer in part. He deprived her 
countenance of the ruddy glow and covered it with a lily-white 
paleness. At the same time He communicated to her a won- 
derful knowledge that she might fulfil His secret designs, and 
bestowed on her the gift of speech so that she understood, 
besides her own language, also Latin, Spanish, Italian and 
German, without ever having studied them. 


Hidden in God 


At the age of twenty-two years, by the advice of her 
spiritual director, she began the life of a poor recluse. The 
abbot of the monastery at Corby built a cell for her near the 
high altar in the church of St. Stephen. Through a grating 
she could see the tabernacle. For four years she there led 
a very holy, mortified life hidden in God. She had to suffer 
terrible temptations from the evil spirit, but with the special 
help of the Blessed Virgin the saintly maiden always conquered. 
One day the evil one said to her, “How will you be able to 
endure such an austere and secluded life for thirty or sixty 
years?” 

“And you,” promptly rejoined Coletta, “how will you be 
able to endure it in your fiery prison, not only twenty, thirty 
or sixty years, but a whole eternity? He who redeemed me 
on the Cross is my support; to me He is sweetness in my 
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sufferings, but to you He is an avenging God whose power 
crushes you without your daring to hope for pardon.” 

Mortified and vexed, Satan withdrew but only to return. 
He appeared with a multitude of abominable spectres. To 
their howls, Coletta calmly replied: “You must indeed be very 
weak that you come in such great numbers to attack a poor 
creature like me. Away with you! Away from the presence 
of God, for He is here!” and seizing a Crucifix she put the 
evil spirits to flight. Satan ventured one more attempt. He 
again appeared with horrible spectres; they all crowded 
around her, howled and screamed and flapped their wings, 
upsetting everything about the holy virgin in order to force 
her out of the hermitage. She, however, took refuge to prayer 
and against this weapon the demons were powerless. Often 
they were heard to cry: “Thou accursed creature! thou causest 
us more harm by thy prayers than we cause thee. Cease to 
pray, and we will cease to molest thee!” 


Sublime Mission 


For four years Coletta was favored with sweet consolations 
from Jesus and Mary, but also had to endure frightful per- 
secutions of hell. One day while she was praying, she was 
rapt in an ecstasy and found herself in the presence of her 
Lord Jesus Christ and His holy Mother. The glorious St. 
Francis was kneeling at the feet of Jesus, earnestly entreating 
Him by the infinite love He had for the salvation of souls, and 
by the merits of His Passion, to give him the virgin Coletta 
for the reform of the friars and nuns of his Order. The 
Blessed Virgin graciously supported the petition of St. Francis. 

After the Pope had dispensed Coletta from her enclosure, 
she went to Rome, accompanied by her director, the Rev. Henry 
and a pious lady, the Baroness of Brissay. The Holy Father 
commissioned Coletta to found new convents, into which she 
should introduce the original rule of St. Clare. 

Soon after, Coletta was attacked by a serious illness which 
brought her to the brink of the grave. In her great need, a 
Virgin of rare beauty and supernatural radiance appeared to 
her. The maiden greeted Coletta with loving affability and 
smiled sweetly. Then she drew near and embraced Coletta 
in a manner as only sisters can do after a long separation. At 
this salutary touch, our saint felt herself healed instantly, 
whereupon the maiden, who was none other than the sublime 
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Mother of God, disappeared. St. Coletta herself related this 
apparition to her confessor, Rev. Henry, and added: “The Bless- 
ed Virgin also said, ‘Have courage, my daughter; be prepared 
for crosses and contradictions, through them God’s designs will 
be fulfilled. But have confidence in my Son and in me; we will 
be with thee and thou wilt attain thy end in all things.’” 

Coletta, indeed, stood in need of this encouragement on 
the part of the Blessed Virgin, for when she wished to begin 
her work, she found crosses and contradictions everywhere. 
Finally, God ordained that, with a few devout companions 
Coletta could establish her first religious house in an old castle 
of Savoy. At the same time, God sanctioned her mission by 
most striking miracles, even raising through her prayer, two 
dead children to life. 

Many pious maidens asked for admission into her Order. 
While Coletta was thus bringing the work of reform nearer 
to its aim, hell spared no pains to destroy it. Satan persecuted 
St. Coletta in every possible way. One night he appeared to 
her in the form of a black lion. Coletta, undaunted, called 
out to him, “Unhappy wretch! thou who hast lost God, depart 
from here!” 

The demon answered: “Dost thou comprehend, contemptible 
creature, what thou sayest? Dost thou realize what it means 
to have lost God? To have lost God!” he gnashed, “to have 
lost God! No created intellect can grasp the weight of this 
awful misfortune! To have lost God means, to be excluded 
from the highest and from all good, from all happiness, for 
all happiness is contained in Him. The punishment of fire 
is nothing in comparison to the loss of God!” — 

“And,” added Coletta, “what makes hell a hell, is that it 
lasts forever.” — 

“Eternity, eternity!” repeated Satan with a howl that 
might have rent the rocks, “if Christians would comprehend 
eternity, nevermore would I succeed in persuading them to 
offend God.” Thereupon he fled, uttering horrible blasphemies. 

A great miracle which Coletta wrought by the power of 
God and through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin at the 
beginning of her work of reform was destined to stamp her 
undertaking with the Divine approval. 

Coletta had just departed from Besancon where she had 
founded a convent, when a nun of the convent of Poligny 
died. While Coletta was praying, the deceased appeared to 
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her and begged her to intercede for her with the Supreme 
Judge, because she had died unhappily, for she had concealed 
certain grevious sins in confession. At the same time she 
informed the holy foundress, that in consideration of her in- 
tercession and that of the Blessed Virgin, the sentence of 
condemnation had been postponed. “I pray you, O holy 
Mother Coletta,” she continued, “intercede for me with God 
that I may escape eternal damnation.” 

Instantly, Coletta sent a messenger to Poligny to tell the 
superioress not to bury the deceaeed nun. Two days had 
elapsed when the messenger reached Poligny. The remains 
had been clothed in the religious garb, and according to the 
custom of the time, placed on a bier in the church. St. Coletta 
set out for Poligny immediately after the messenger had de- 
parted, but despite all haste she arrived only on the evening 
of the third day after the nun’s death. 

The saint spent the whole night in prayer. On the fol- 
lowing morning the faithful filled the convent church to the 
last seat. All expected a miracle. After the Office of the 
Dead and the Requiem Mass had been concluded, Coletta 
went down into the church with Rev. Henry and a few sisters. 
Kneeling down before the altar, she said a short but fervent 
prayer. At sight of the saint, a profound stillness reigned 
throughout the church. Coletta requested that the coffin be 
brought and placed by her side. Then in a voice audible to 
all present she commanded the deceased nun, in the Name of 
Jesus Christ to arise. At the same moment the nun raises 
herself in the coffin. Mother Coletta reaches out her hand 
to her, helps her out of the coffin and leads her to the altar. 
Fear comes upon the bystanders. A cry of horror mingled 
with tears and sobs, echoes through the church and announces 
the miracle to the multitude standing outside. 

Meanwhile the nun who had been raised to life made a 
most sincere and contrite confession. When she had ended 
her confession and had been reconciled to God she returned 
to the altar to perform the penance. This she did with such 
heartfelt sighs and tears thatall present were touched to the 
heart. Then she arose, turned to the assembly and said in 
a loud voice: “I owe it to my holy Mother Coletta that I was 
not cast into the eternal flames. An angel sent by the Blessed 
Virgin defended me against the evil spirits who were trying 
to drag me into hell. I remained under the protection of this 
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angel of God until the moment when through the intercession 
of Mary and the prayers of our venerable Mother, I was re- 
called to life that I might confess my sins and obtain absolu- 
tion. Oh, how terrible, to die in the displeasure of God! 
How frightful, to see oneself on the brink of the fiery stream 
that engulfs the damned! No! No! never can words describe 
the terror and anguish of a soul which at any moment ex- 
pects to be hurled into the fiery abyss! Oh, what a grace 
God has given me, that He has preserved me from such a 
misfortune! After Jesus and Mary, I shall owe it to our dear 
Mother Coletta if I reach paradise.” The nun then threw 
herself at the feet of St. Coletta and clasped them most 
humbly until she ':. obtained the last blessing from the 
saint. Then she returned to her coffin and died a second time. 

This miracle made a powerful impression on all the wit- 
nesses and upon all who heard of it, and Coletta could success- 
fully continue the work imposed on her by God. Within a few 
years she founded ten cloisters in which the original spirit 
of St. Francis and St. Clara again flourished. 


Tender Love and Surrender to Mary 


From her earliest youth, Coletta practiced a tender love 
and devotion to Mary. The names of Jesus and Mary were 
written on her heart. Touching were her admonitions on 
devotion and confidence toward the Blessed Virgin. “Our 
devotion to Mary,” she said, “must be engraven deep and in- 
effaceably upon our heart. We must constantly serve Mary 
who is the Mother of God and also our Mother and Protec- 
tress. She will support us in our weakness, defend us against 
the attacks of hell and preserve the fire of Divine love in our 
hearts.” Coletta clung to Mary with all the affection of a loving 
child. Her love and gratitude increased until her last breath. 

God revealed to St. Coletta the day of her death. With 
ardent desire she longed to be dissolved and never ceased 
calling on Mary, her Blessed Mother for her intercession. 
On March 6, 1447, a priest of a religious Order celebrated 
Holy Mass in her presence and gave her Holy Communion. 
Soon after she peacefully expired. 

St. Coletta deserves special veneration in our days. She 
is a powerful helper in preserving the good spirit in religious 
communities. She is a zealous protectress, ever on guard 
that the spirit of the world may not creep into the convents. 
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The Enthronement of the Sacred Heart 
Warmly Recommended by Three Popes 





eemettaw N December 25, 1923, Rev. P. Matheo Crawley, 
the Apostle of the Enthronement of the Sacred 
Heart in Families, celebrated the 25th anniversary 
of his first Holy Mass. Our readers are famil- 
+ Bex iar with the zealous work of this ardent apostle 
of the Divine Heart. After his ordination in 1898, he worked 
as a missionary in Chili until his health failed, and in 1908, 
was given up by the doctors as incurable. 

The young missionary longed to visit Paray-le-Monial, the 
sanctuary of so many apparitions of the Sacred Heart to St. 
Margaret Mary. Accordingly, he undertook the wearisome 
journey from South America to France. Our Lord had in- 
spired him with this desire, for in this hallowed sanctuary 
Father Matheo was to receive two special graces. Behold on 
entering the chapel at Paray-le-Monial, Father Matheo was 
suddenly and completely cured. This was the first great grace 
which had been held in store for him, the second was, while 
kneeling in that sanctuary, he received the interior call to devote 
himself to realizing in families the promise made by our Savior 
to St. Margaret Mary: “I will bless every place where an 
image of My Sacred Heart is exposed and venerated.” 





Sanction of Pope Pius X 


Father Matheo, having received this mission of consecrat- 
ing families to the Sacred Heart, went to Rome to have his 
project sanctioned. Pope Pius X warmly approved of the 
zealous enterprise. “My son,” he said, “I give you a com- 
mand. The Holy Father himself imposes it as an obligation. 
You must devote your whole life to this work. Understand 
me clearly -— the whole of your life.” 


Recommendation of Pope Benedict XV 


The successor of the saintly Pius X took up at once the 
work of “Enthronement.” Indeed, the outstanding features of 
the pontificate of Benedict XV were, first, his endeavors to 
bring about peace among nations; and secondly, his efforts to 
realize the desire expressed by our Lord Jesus Christ at Paray- 
le-Monial, that His Sacred Heart should reign not only secretly 
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in the hearts of men and publicly in churches where He 
Himself dwells, but in every household, in every home. 

In a long and beautiful letter, voicing sentiments of ex- 
traordinary weight, Benedict XV addressed Father Matheo 
April 27, 1915. Again, before leaving Rome, after the canon- 
ization of St. Margaret Mary, Father Matheo had the excep- 
tional honor of being received in private audience by His 
Holiness. Having inquired with beneficent interest about the 
progress of the Enthronement, Pope Benedict said in bidding 
him farewell — alas! forever in this world — “Forward, my 
dear son! Go on preaching this devotion, and do it with the 
greatest faith. Never be discouraged because of difficulties. 
The Heart of Jesus has clearly already given you special bless- 
ing and strength. It is He who has done all, therefore preach 
Him, and Him only! Go forward!!I bless you with my whole 
soul, and with you, all those who co-operate with you in your 
apostolate.” 


Personal Letter of Pope Pius XI 


Father Matheo has received equal encouragement in his 
zealous work from the present Holy Father, who in one of 
his encyclicals says that the means of saving society is the 
“return of peoples to the Heart of the Christ-King.” On the 
occasion of his silver jubilee, December 25, 1923, Father 
Matheo also received the fottewing ‘personal letter from His 
Holiness, Pope Pius XI, which shows how highly the Sovereign 
Pontiff esteems the Apostle of the Enthronement;— . 


To Our Beloved Son 
Father Matheo Crawley-Boevey 
Chief Director of the Work for the Consecration of Families 
to the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Pius XI, Pope 
Beloved Son, Health and Apostolic Benediction ! 

It will soon be your 
happiness to renew the holy memory of that day on which, twenty- 
five years ago, you offered for the first time the Holy Sacrifice 
to God, and promised to work for the salvation of souls and His 
own Divine glory. And in fact, how absorbed you have been by 
these resolves, during the years gone by, is easily seen by the 
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manner in which you_have spread _ filial love everywhere to the 
August Heart of Jesus: not only consecrating to Him individual 
families, but also endeavoring to have Christ the Lord given the 
honor as King in every home. 

We therefore seize this favorable opportunity to manifest 
Our personal good-will to you. We join Our late Predecessors 
who showered well-deserved praise upon you, and we likewise 
share with you the joy of this happy occasion. 
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We pray that God in His goodness, may preserve you for 
many years to come to carry out even more devotedly your orig- 
inal enterprise, and with an ever-expanding love to the Most 
Blessed Eucharist; for, if ever before, it is now, in the great 
upheaval of all things, a most pressing need, that the Lord Jesus, 
the King of Peace, who alone is the Way, the Truth and the Life 
should rule human society. 

We impart to you, beloved Son, from the depths of Our 
heart, and to all belonging to you, the plenitude of Apostolic 
Benediction, as a token of heavenly gifts. 

Given at St. Peter’s at Rome, the 15th day of December, 


1923, in the second year of Our Pontificate. 
Pius XI, Pope 


Very affectionately in the Lord 


ooo OS 
St. Anthony’s Bread 





It is remarkable how many favors, spiritual as well as tem- 
poral, St. Anthony grants in our time. In purely temporal affairs, 
St. Anthony helps in a way and manner that-is most astonishing. 
St. Anthony knows our times are materialistic, that the favors 
the faithful want from the great wonder-worker are mostly in 
purely temporal affairs. How graciously St. Anthony fulfils our 
petitions when we promise him bread for the poor! 

Thousands and hundreds of thousands in starving Germany 
and parts of Austria, are calling upon St. Anthony for help. 
The poor Sisters in nearly every convent in those unhappy 
countries suffer untold hunger and privation. They call upon 
St. Joseph or St. Anthony for help. They pray most fervently. 
St. Anthony loves those suffering nuns who endure a real martyr- 
dom. He sees their unshaken confidence in his merciful heart. 
But it is not in the design of God that the Saint of Padua should 
help directly to feed those hungry consecrated souls. St. Anthony 
comes for help to us in this privileged country of ours where beats 
so many a generous heart. ‘“‘Help those in Europe, in such bitter 
need,”’ he pleads of us, ‘‘and if you help them in my name, I will 
help you in your troubles and trials.”’ Then you give St. Anthony’s 
bread for the poor, and he will help you in this or that spiritual 
or temporal need. 
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The desire to be freed from some trials or difficulties, or to 
obtain a special favor or benefit, has induced and continues to 
induce many a person to have recourse to this great saint. He 
makes, so to speak, an agreement with St. Anthony, saying: “I 
give five, ten, twenty or one hundred dollars for St. Anthony’s 
bread, and you, dear St. Anthony, give me aid in this temporal 
need;’’ — such as to obtain health, a successful operation, a good 
position, the sale or rent of property, etc., etc. St. Anthony loves 
still more to bring help in spiritual affairs, such as the conversion 
of a father, a husband, a brother, a wayward daughter; or to re- 
store peace in the family, or obtain the grace of a certain virtue, 
etc., etc. 

There are more heavenly favors granted in our days, 
than ever before, because there is greater need and greater pov- 
erty in Europe than at any previous time. God wants us to help 
the sufferers in Europe and He is willing, through the interces- 
sion of St. Anthony, to grant our petitions, whenever they are 
not an obstacle to our salvation. 

St. Joseph, too, brings wonderful help. St. Anthony works 
miracles by the thousands if we give our alms in his honor — 
alms for St. Anthony’s bread. 


Petitions Granted in Spiritual and Temporal 
Needs through ‘St. Anthony’s Bread’’ 


Whose faith in St. Anthony would not be strengthened on 
reading these incidents of the saint’s powerful intercession in re- 
turn for “‘bread”’ given or promised to the poor? Extracts from 
letters recently received from our friends : — 


For instance, there was a misunderstanding in a home, one 
of those misunderstandings which have sometimes blighted a 
whole future. Refuge was taken to St. Anthony, whose help 
was visibly experienced as a member of the family thus wrote: 
““A little over two months ago we had some trouble here at 
home, and I had a Mass offered that morning, also promised 
money for St. Anthony’s bread if my favor was granted. Part 
of it was granted the next day as I had hoped. Now the whole 
of it has been granted.”’’ 


Another person wished to sell some real estate. The case 
seemed hopeless. Yet how wonderfully St. Anthony intervened 
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' is shown by the following letter : ‘‘With a heart full of gratitude 
I write that I made a contract with St. Anthony by sending 
_ $20.00 for bread for a convent fora month. St. Anthony has 
fulfilled his part of the contract beyond all expectations! It was 
in regard to a deed... Now I have paid off the mortgage and 
haveaclear lot,and am making another contract with St. Anthony, 
which I beg God to grant if He sees fit.’’ 

A doctor writes: ‘Enclosed find $20.00 for St. Anthony’s 
bread. The favor that I asked of this dear saint has been more 
than fulfilled! If what I have in view will now succeed, I will 


send more. Thanks to God, and to St. Anthony for his interces- 
sion.” 


St. Anthony Comforts an Anxious Mother — 


Aug. 7, 1923.— “I havea pressing petition. My daughter, 
a religious, has suffered with cancer of the breast for eight 
years. Pray for my daughter; if she is cured, I will, in honor 
of St. Anthony, provide a convent in Germany with bread 
for one month.” 


Aug. 17, 1923. — “Herewith I am sending $6.00 for St. 
Anthony’s bread. I want to tell you that my daughter is 


improving.” 


Oct. 30, 1923. — “I will fulfil my promise. Enclosed find 
$6.00 for St. Anthony’s bread. My daughter is better. I am 
very grateful to St. Anthony.” 


Jan. 16, 1924.— “According to my promise I am sending 
you $6.00 for St. Anthony’s bread. My daughter is again 
teaching school. That is a great joy for me. May St. An- 
thony be praised!” 


There is no Milk in Germany 


Winter with its cold and privation has the impoverished people of 
Germany in its grasp. Millions are facing starvation. We appeal to 
you for those helpless victims in the stirring words of another priest: 
“One tenth the milk ordinarily given a healthy American child will save 
a German baby’s life. There is no milk in Germany! No money to 
buy it abroad! The Pope’s treasury in empty. He asks a cash donation. 
With it food can be rushed to the sufferers. For God’s sake be generous 
to the point of sacrifice. Have a heart. Give until it hurts!” 
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Only a few of the many heart-rending letters which have come to 
us lately : 


Dear Rev. Father Lukas, 

We greet you in the love of Jesu Hostia. 
Our great need urges me to write to you; still more — Jesus 
gives me no peace in my hours of adoration. Again and 
again | hear the voice, “Turn with confidence to Father Lukas.” 
We are in pressing want and in a sad condition. O my God, 
what horrors and want have we poor sisters not gone through 
during the war and after the war! During all that time we 
lived in greatest poverty and privation, but now we are at 
the end. It cannot go on. All our former benefactors have 
become poor or have left the country. We have no one to 
give us a helping hand. We do not know where to get food, 
clothing and wood. 

I trust in you, Reverend Father, and I beg you on my 
knees and most humbly, in the Name of the Divine Infant, 
help us, for many a sister dies from hunger and weakness. 
I trust in your benevolent heart. Tell our need to the gen- 
erous hearts in your happy America. Surely, our misery 
will touch the hearts of men. 


Dec. 9, 1923. 


Jan. 7, 1924. 
Dear Ven. Mother Prioress, 

Great, unutterably great want and ut- 
most misery have come upon all the convents of Germany. In 
our helplessness and perplexity, I turn to you, most generous 
Prioress. We are living in indescribable poverty. Prices are 
ever rising; we cannot furnish the necessary food, and what is 
still worse, we have not the means to buy the most indispensable 
clothing. How thankful we shall be if kind benefactors help us. 
We will pray most earnestly that the good God will reward gen- 
erously what they will do for the poorest of His children. 


Jan. 10, 1924. 
Dear Rev. Father Lukas, 

Today again I ask you to make yourself 
the instrument of Divine Mercy, for the need in our present 
situation is unspeakable. There is no money to buy bread. 
To add to our misery, a potato dealer cheated us out of our 
money and potatoes. The whole summer we economized and 
scarcely took the most necessary food in order to have money 
to buy potatoes for the winter, because when the cold is intense, 
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it is doubly hafd to be always hungry. We ordered potatoes. 


through a dealer. He asked for payment in advance, and we 
made it, although it took all our money. But the dishonest 
man did not send the potatoes nor did he return the money. 
Oh, it is sad beyond words! Were I to tell you all, I would 
come to no end. Our hearts are deeply saddened by care and 
sorrow. Pray for us. 


Germany’s Spiritual Needs 


Ever more urgent is the cry for help from the bishops of Germany 
for their priests and theology students. There are many priests in Ger- 
many who suffer hunger and bitter cold without means to protect them- 
selves. Many are unable to buy a new cassock because they have no 
income. Many priests can say Holy Mass only on Sundays because they 
cannot afford to buy the necessary hosts, wine and candles. For the 
same reason Holy Communion of the faithful must be suspended or at 
least curtailed. How great, beyond expression are the spiritual needs 
of Catholic Germany! How great the distress and care of bishops for the 
support of their seminaries! If the priests’ seminaries must be closed for 
want of support, the misfortune of a diocese is incalculable ! 

Priests cannot subsist without Mass stipends, especially American 
Mass stipends. Whoever gives Mass stipends for such poor priests and 
monasteries, performs a twofold meritorious work : first, he is instrumental 
in having the most sublime act of worship offered to God; secondly, by 
his charity he supports priests who are as dear to our Lord as the apple 
of His eye. Whoever intends to have Holy Masses offered for himself 
after death, would do far better to have them said during life. That is 
far more meritorious and conducive to his future glory in heaven. 


Address: — Rev. P. Lukas, O.S.B. or 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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March, 1924 


OHIO: “I have been greatly helped by your literature and feel sure no one 
can read your booklets and not receive the grace of God to lead a better life if 
he is willing to serve God.” 


Devotion to the Holy Face 


Contains meditations on the Sacred Countenance, particularly 
during our Savior’s Passion. Many beautiful prayers. 5 cts. each. 


Devotion to the Precious Blood 


Teaches the salutary practice of venerating the Precious Blood. 
Contains explanation, meditations and prayers. 5 cts. each. 


From Olivet to Calvary 


Reflections and prayers. It will assist you to follow our agonizing 
Savior throughout the stages of His bitter Passion. 5 cts. each. 


The Guard of Honor and the Holy Hour 


The wonderful Gift of God, the Holy Eucharist. How to keep 
the Guard of Honor. Reflections and prayers for the Holy Hour. 
An attractive booklet. 5 cts. each. 


Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows 


The inexpressible sufferings of the Queen of Martyrs. Promises 
of our Lord to those who venerate the dolors of His Mother. 
Reflections and prayers. 5 cts. each. 


Go to Joseph 
St. Joseph’s position in the plan of Redemption; his dignity, 
sanctity, power and glory. His feasts. 10 cents each. 


Devotions to St. Joseph 


A rich variety of prayers in honor of this glorious saint. 5 cents. 


Prayer, the Great Means of Grace 


The necessity of prayer; its excellence and sublimity. Salutary 
effects of prayer. A very helpful booklet. 10 cents each. 


Wonders of the Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias 
History of the manifestations of the Holy Christ of Limpias, 
Spain, since March, 1919. Marvels witnessed by bishops, priests, 
physicians and pilgrims. 10 cents each. 


The Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias, Spain — Pictures 
Three different views inexpressibly beautiful and true. Made up 
in an elegant 16-page map of finest art paper, with a short history 
of this remarkable Crucifix and edifying reflections on the Passion. 
zo cents each. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





The Way of the Cross 


An attractive “Station” booklet. It contains fifteen devotion- 
inspiring pictures, each of which is a work of art which powerfully 
moves the soul to devotion and compassion for our Lord. A touching 
meditation and prayer for each station. The make-up is tasty, the 
print large and plain. A friend says of it: ““Your “Way of the Cross’ 
is simply beautiful— so handy and such a help to meditation. I feel 
that I shall always be indebted to you for so beautiful a union of 
thought and prayer.” Price 30 cts. 


Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children 


A complete prayer-book for children which pleases, and in- 
spires devotion not only in the hearts of the little ones, but even 
attracts their elders. It is printed in clear large type on best 
paper. It contains sixteen appropriate pictures and two Mass 
devotions; the first gives a simple, clear explanation of each part 
of Holy Mass, the second is a Communion Mass. Besides the 
usual prayers there are eight Visits to the Most Blessed Sac- 
rament. A priest of Nebraska says: “I received those wonder- 
ful little prayer-books. Oh, how the children like them! Would 
you kindly send me one more dozen, then I will pay the whole 
amount.”’ 

Durable cover, 20 cents. Imitation leather cover, 25 cents. 


Post Cards for Every Season 


These post cards printed on extra good quality 
paper are well suited for your correspondence. The 
beautiful pictures appeal to the heart. We have cards 
suitable for all seasons. The Sacred Heart, the Blessed 
Virgin, St. Margaret Mary, Blessed Teresa and Easter 
cards. Send fora package. 30 cts. a doz. 


Santa Barbara Liniment 


An effective remedy for neuralgia and rheumatism. 
These and similar ailments are speedily relieved and, as a 
rule, permanently cured if the Liniment is used at the 
proper time and according to the directions enclosed. 
Price per bottle $1.50. Procured genuine only from 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 








